878	INDIAN MEDICINAL  PLANTS
attached to the tipper suture. Pod cylindric, from 45-60 cm. long
and about 2 cm. diam , covered with veiy dark brown, rather smooth
bark. Seed solitary, obovate, a hllle compjessed, [lib size of a pea,
smooth, of a shining brown colour.
Distribution     A   native  of  Sumatra   and   Java,—Planted   in   the   Malay   Peninsula,
Calcutta, Ban* bay, very likely elsewhere
In French Guiana, it is used as a substitute for C. fistula,
French Guiana: Casse-para—.
14,   Cassia tora Linn, Sp. PL (1753) 376.—plate 353,
An annual fetid herb 30-90 cm. high. Leaves 7.5-10 cm. long;
rhachis grooved, more or less pubescent, with a conical gland
between each of the 2 lowest pairs of leaflets, stipules 1.3-2 cm-
long, linear-subulate, caducous. Leaflets 3 pairs, opposite, 2 5-4*5
by 1,3-2.5 cm, (the lowest pair the smallest), obovate-obloug,
glaucous, membranous, glabrous or more or less pubescent, base
somewhat oblique, usually lounded; main neives 8-10 pairs;
petiolules 2.5 mrn. long, pubescent. Flowers usually in subsessile
pairs in the axils of the leaves, the uppei crowded; common peduncle
m fruit not exceeding 4 mm. long; pedicels in fruit larely exceeding
8 mm," long. Calyx glabrous, divided to the base; segments 5 mm-
long,'ovate, acute, spreading. Petals 5, pale yellow, subequal, 8 by
2.5 mm., oblong, obtuse, spreading, the upper petal (standard)
2Jobed7 the otheis entire. Stamens 10, the 3 upper reduced to
minute staminodes, the remaining 7 perfect, subequal. Pods 12.5-20
cm. by 4-5 mm,, subtetragonous, much curved when young, obliquely
septate, pubeiulous, not reticulate, the sutures very broad. Seeds
25-30, rhombohedial, with the long axis in the direction of the pod.
Distrtbtiion;   Throughout India, Ceylon and the tropics generally.
The leaves are used as a laxative in the form of a decoction.
Both leaves and seeds  constitute a valuable remedy in skin
diseases, chiefly for ringworm and itch.
In China, the seeds are used externally ftnd internally for all

